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ANNUAL REPORTS
AND SCHOOL-BOARD
TOWN OK A-TKINSON,
Year Ending March 1, IBSl.
HAVERHILL, MASS.:
j. b. corliss, pamphlet printer.
i8qi.
.UNWEftSlEC OF NEW HAMPSHittt

ANNUAL REPORTS
AND SCHOOL-BOARD
TOWN OF ATKINSON,
Year Endinq March 1, 1931.
HAVERHILL, MASS.:
J, B. CORLISS, PAMHHI.ET PRINTER.
1891.

SELE(ITME.,^^S REPORT-
VALUATION OF THE TOVv'N
SELKCTMF.N S RFPORT.
The sele6lmen have received, and paid in to the treasurer, the follow-
ing sums :
State railroad tax, ^103 79
„ savings-bank tax, 182 55
„ literary fund, 59 92
Received for use of road-machine, 20 00
„ cemetery lot, 2 00
$368 26
The sele6lmen have given orders on the treasurer as follows :
School-board, $8n 60
SNOW-BILLS.
George E. Wright, $i8 55
George A. Page, i 50
Moses B. Stevens, 19 60
Daniel W. Goodnow, 19 12
Cyrus F. Noyes, , 2 75
EXPENSE OF REPAIRING ROADS ABOVE KESIDENT HIGHWAY TAX
Gerald G. Batchelder,
Stephen C. P. Trefrey,
Moses B. Stevens,
Herbert N. Sawyer,
Daniel W. Goodnow,
George E. Wright,
Nathan H. Russell,
ABATEMENT OF TAXES.
Enoch P. Hoitt, dog tax,
John E. Meserve, tax 1889,
Patrick Hissgins, tax 1890,
John L. Hobbs, tax 1890,
Wellington Hastings, tax 1890,
John W. Conley, tax 1890,
Job A. Dow, tax 1890,
$61
SELECTMEN S REPORT.
MISCELLANEOUS.
C. W. York & Co., printing reports,
Oilman Greenough, stationery,
Aaron H. Davis, insurance on schoolhouses,
Repairs on road machine,
Orlaton L. Whittaker, repairs on schoolhftuse,
E. N. Greenough, on account of tile and laying the same,
Edson E. Peaslee, lumber to repair schoolhouses,
Mrs. Luthur Gibson, damage done by dogs,
William C. Noyes, rent of hall,
E. N. Greenough, wood for schoolhouses,
Wvman B. Knight, ringing bell,
Benjamin H. Steele, frames for statute law in cemetery,
G. -A. Ordway, on account of damage to carriage,
G. A. Page, bell-rope,
G. A. Page, wood for schoolhouses,
G. A. Page, transient poor, •
John B. Mason, watering-trough.
cJilman Greenough, repairs of schuolhouse,
Nathan H. Russell, ,, „
Gilman Greenough, wood for schoolhouse,
Gilman Greenough, schoolbooks and supplies,
Isaac S. Noyes, on account of stationery,
TOWN OFFICERS.
Schoolboard,
Samuel B. Mason, town and school- listrict clerk,
Gilman Greenough. treasurer,
Samuel N. Litrle, colle(ftor,
Isaac S. Noyes, supervisor,
Charles B. Sargent, Jr., supervisor,
John A. Hall, supervisor,
John K. Mason, selectman,
George A, Page, selectman,
\i. N. Greenough, selectman,
$i6
SELECTMEN S REPORT
RECAPITULATION.
Amount in coUeclor's warrant,
Received from other sources,
Paid on account of schools,
highways,
snow-hills,
abatement of taxes,
miscellaneous expenses,
town officers,
county tax.
State tax,
transient poor,
Balance in favor of the town,
edward n. greenough.
georc;e a, page,
john k. mason,
UNPAID Taxes for the year 1890.
Martha French,
Samuel French,
Frank VV. Oilman,
William Robertson,
Elbridge Little's heirs,
Charles Titcomb,
$2,882
SELECTMEN S REPORT.
COLLECTORS (RE^O^T.
The collector charges himself with amount in warrant, $2,882 19
And credits himself by receipts of treasurer, < 2.863 63
Balance uncollected $18 56
SAMUEL N. LITTLE, Colleaor.
T^EASURECR'S fRE^ORT.
The treasurer charges himself with :
Cash on hand March i, 1890, $[70 84
Received from State, railroad tax, 103 79
literary fund, 59 92
savings-l)ank tax, 1S2 55
use of road-macliine, 20 00
sale of cemeten lot, 2 00
taxes of 1889, 30 59
tiixes of 1890. 2,863 73
Assessed after date of warrant,
1
7
40
He credits himself as follows :
By paying State tax,
count}' tax,
selectmen's orders,
Cash in hands of treasurer, S288
$690 00
693 36
'•779 -3
8 selectmen's report.
The foregoing is a correct statement of the town's finances March i,
1891, as appears from the books of the selecftmen, colk6lor, and treas-
urer.
We find the accounts corredlly kept and satisfactorily vouched for.
Wm. C. NOYES, , ,
WILLIAM B. LITTLE, ^ Auaitors.I c
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ANNUAL REPORT
OF THF.
SCHOOL BOARD
As required by law, the following report is respectfully submitted foi
the year ending, March r, iSgi :
—
SCHOOLS NOS. I & 3.
In accordance with the arrangement made in 1S87, and since fol-
lowed these schools were united ; and asnring term of eleven weeks in
length, beginning April 14 and ending June 27, was kept in the school-
house at the Centre, and a fall term of nearly thirteen weeks in length,
beginning Sept. i, and ending Nov. 26. in the schoolhouse on the East
road. The whole number of scholars attending the spring term was
eighteen ; fall term, twelve. Both terms were taught by Miss Mary L.
Thomas, who has completed her third year of service in these schools.
Maud E. Batchelder, Grace M. Given and Bessie A. Foster, are re-
ported as not being absent or tardy for both terms, and Susie E. Rear-
don, Pauline C. Calef and Harry J. Foster for the spring term, and
Florence B. Given and Arthur A. Calef for the fall term. »
SCHOOL NO. 2.
This school also began April 14, and continued for eleven weeks
under the instruction of A^iss Lucinda J. Noyes, the teacher of school
No. 5 for the two precediog yeirs. The fall term of nearly thirteen
weeks in length, beginning Se])t. i and closing Nov. 26, was also taught
by Miss Noyes. Whole number of scholars, spring term, eleven ; fall
term, fifteen.
Arthur IL Batchelder and Henry T. Batchelder are reported as net
being absent or tardy during both terms, and Leortie A. Hoyt. Carrie J.
Whitaker, Flora L VVhitaker, Martha A. Wentworth ar,d Walter A.
Holmes were not absent during the spring term.
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SCHOOL NO. 4.
The spring term of this school commenced April t^. and continued
for ten weeks, closing a week earlier than was intended, <m account of
the sickness and death of one of its pupils, Blanche E. Cole, by diph-
theria. Whole number of scholars, fourteen. IVacher, Miss Mary E.
Howe, of Haverhill, Mass. Bertha L. Hoitt, Mabel I. Gibson, Lizzie
.M. Hoitt and Nellie A. Hoitt were not absent for a single session during
the term. The fall term was taught by Miss Mary E. Butell of this
town, Miss Howe having resigned at tlie close of the spring term.
This was Miss Butell's first attempt at teaching. The term began Sept.
I and closed on Nov. 26, having been in session for nearly thirteen
weeks. Whole number of pupils, thii teen, of which only one Albert
H. Cole is reported as attending every half day throughout the term.
WINTER TERM.
In addition to the.foregoing a winter term of eleven weeks in length
beginning Dec. 15, and ending Feb. 27 , has been taught by Miss
Thomas at the schoolhouse in the Centre, open to all ot our town
pupils who chose to attend, and who were not of suitable age or
acquirements to enter the Academy.
This school, although started somewhat as an experiment, proved a
success in every respect. The regularity of attendance we regard as
remarkable, when we consider the very unfavorable weather that has
pervailed during the past winter, and it certainly showed a commend-
able desire on the part of both parents and pupils to avail themselves
of the benefits and advantages of the school. Whole number of schol-
ars, twenty-two. and of this number, six, viz : Leon B. Smith. Henry T.
Batchelder, Arthur 11. Batchelder. Susie A. Reardon, Maud K. Batch-
elder and (irace M. Given were present at every session of the school.
On the whole, we think that, in most respects, our schools for the year
ju«t closed, have been fully up to the average of those of former yeais,
and in some particulars, there has been a marked improvement, that of
regular attendance perhaps being the most noticeable there bei g more
than twice the number of names on the roll of perfect attendance than
in the year previous. We have had more weeks schoolirg tl an e\cr
before, the summer schools being longer than usual, while those who
could avail themselves of the winter term have enjoyed nearly thirty-six
weeks of schooling during the year. We also find that there has been
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a larger number of visitors than ever before, which certainly shows an
increased interest on the part of our citizens. As opposed to this show-
ing, however, there has been a state of affairs, wliith, in one or two in-
stances, has worked to the disadvantage. of one of our schools. -A disa-
greement between teacher and parents in one case resulted in the with-
drawal of pupils from the school. This of course could not fail of being
detriment.-) 1 to its welfare ; for it must be perfectly obvious to every one
that, unless all concerned,— teachers, parents, and pupils,— work to-
gether in harmony, the school will be more or less a failure. Il is not
every person, whatever their literary qualifications and attainments may
be, who is able to successfully govern and instruct even a primary school.
Teachers are sometimes apt to get impatient because a child cannot as
readily see and understand as they would like to have them, or as easily
as themsejves, forgetting the gre; t different e between the unformed
mind of a child and that of a person of niaturt^ age. Again. \\hy is it
that one teacher will govern a school without api)arent effort, while an-
other equally intelligent and seemingly as well qualified will fail in the
same school? It must be that the one is possessed of a plenty of what
we call ta6l, which is defined to be the 'ready power of doing what cir-
cumstances require," while the other is deficient in that respect. On
the other hand, do we not sometimes expect too much of eur teachers?
VVe frequently see parents who are unable to properly govern and con-
trol even one child, with whose ways and disposition they have long been
familiar; and yet these same people will often find fault because a teach-
er cannot easily govern a score of children, all of whom may have been
entire strangers to her at the beginning of the school, and who may be
of various temperaments and dispositions, and who require to be han-
dled in different ways in order that they may be properly controlled.
SCHOOL BOOKS.
A law enacted at the June session of the legislature of iSSqwent into
effect, at the Ijeginning of the year which has just closed, and which pro-
vided that all text-books and other necessary supplies lor our schools
should be furnished by the school-board at the expense of the town.
It also provided that any text-books in use might be changed during the
first year, if thought expedient. Under this latter clause of the law, a
change that had been in contemplation for some time has been effected
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an^ in place of three or four different kinds of arithmetics heretofore in
use, that of Greenleaf has been suDslituttd This series has for its bnsis
the works of Benjamin Greenleaf. a personage well kncnvn to our elder
citizens, and who for a long term of years was connected with the Acad-
emy here, and was adopted after an examination of several kinds, as be-
ing the most suitable for use in our schools. No change has been
made in the other text-books in use. The expense, as will be seen, has
been quite large, amounting to $94.78 ; but, as we have the books rep-
resented by this sum on hand, and available for future use, the amount
to be appropriated hereafter will, it is beheved, be much smaller com-
paratively, than that expended during the past year.
In closing we wish to mike particular mention of four scholars—Maud
E. Batchelder, Henry T. Batchelder, Aithui^ H. Batchelder, and Grace
M. Given, who, under a]l circumstances, have persevered and attended
every session of their school for thirty-six weeks.
HERBRRT N. SAWYER,
GILMAN GRRENOUGIl. y- School Board.
SriLLMAN H. GROVER,
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TABULAR Sr\T\IEMr.
No. of Schools.
I 1^3 I
Length of school in weeks,
Whole number of scholars,
No. scholars in reading,
spelling,
penmanship,
arithmetic,
georaphy,
grammar,
composition,
I T
i8
i8
16
16
i.S
13
10
3


